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ENQUIRIES

Enquiries about this resourchould be addressed to:

Manager Community Safety
Tasmania State Emergency Service
GPO Box 1290

Hobart Tasmania 7001

Phone: 03 6230 2700
Fax: 036234 9767

Web: www.ses.tas.gov.au

COPYRIGHT

© 2008 CommonwealttBureau of Meteorology & Tasmanian Floérning Consultative Committee

This work is copyright. Apart from any use as permitted under the Copyright Act 1968, no part may be
reproduced by any process without prior written permission. However, permission is given to Tasmanian
schools to make cops by photocopying or other duplicating process for use within their own school. This
permission does not extend to the making of copies for public use outside the school environment, nor to
the making of copies for hire or resale to third parties. Retgi@nd enquiries concerning reproduction

and rights should be addressed to Manager Community Safety, Tasmania State Emergency Service.

This resource was preparddr the CommonwealthBureau of Meteorology &asmanian Flood Warning
Consultative CommitteeybHeritage Factory and Invermay Primary School.

DISCLAIMER

TheCommonwealttBureau of Meteorology, Tasmania State Emergency Service and Tasmanian Flood
Warning Consultative Committee will not be responsible for any loss, however arising, from the use of, o
reliance on, this information.
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EARLYCHILDHOOD

GOALS

(HILDREN WILL UNDERSD THATNVERMAY IS BUILT ®ISWAMPFLOOD PLAIN

CHILDREN WILL UNDERSD THEFFECTS A FLOOD HASAGCOMMUNITY
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CHILDREN WILL UNDERSD HOW THEYHEIR FAMILY AND Q@WNITY PREPARE FO® ASURVIVE A FLOOD 2
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TUNINGIN

WATER

PLAY

experiment with water

experiment with containers of various sizes and shapes
experiment with sponges (filling up and squeezing out)
fill the Art area sink and leave the plug in.

=A =4 =4 =4

DISCUSSION

1 where does it come from?
9 where do we find water?
1 what do we use water for?

EXCURSION
1 to the Gorge.

DiscussIiON

1 about the rivers in Launceston
1 introduce names: Tamar, South Esk, North Esk

MINDMAP
T all | know about water.

INCIDENTAL OPPORTURST
1 when it rains heavily or is stormy i have class discussions about rain

1 drive to the gorge and tail race park to look at water
1 walk around the playground
1 look at where water goes
1 what happens when it rains?
9 introduce vocabulary during discussions e.g. hill, river, valley, rain, water, stream, creek, down,
downhill, bank, mud, swamp, flood.
READ
Stories involving water to the children, such as:
1  Who Sank the Boat
1T Al exander s Outing
1 MrArchimedes Bath
1 Rupertébés Big Splash




LEARNING SEQUENCE IVCTIES

Discussthe water cycle.

Use pictures and simple interactive games on the internet to demonstrate the water cycle.

Watch video about Invermay floods.

Follow this up by looking at old photographs of historic floods i use / see, / think, | wonder to discuss.

Usethe Disaster Survival Kit resource.

Walk

< To look at levee banks
< To see a river at high and low tides
< To look at flood markers around the Invermay area i discuss their purpose and meaning.

Identify the valley from the Gorge walk and photos to see that Invermay Primary is on a small hill (by
looking at the view from netball court to the highway).
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< On a bus tour to view Invermay from Mowbray Hill to show that most of Invermay is low and flat.
< To lookouts to see surrounding hills and the Tamar Valley.

Look
< At maps of Launcestoni show children eg. where Invermay is, where the river is.
@ Locat e cdwn hodse ennthé map.
< Do a Google Earthtour.
< Show a Slideshow of the Gorge walk.

Make a model of Launceston.

ReadPossum Creekés Big Flood.

Retell the story i what happened when the rain came? What happened when the dam wall burst? What
did the animals do?

Experimentdemonstrate turbidity in moving waters and settlement in still waters.

Look at slides and photos of the 1929 floods and the Gorge with more than a trickle coming down.

Find and look at the weather page in the Examiner newspaper.

Lookat the Bureau of Meteorology website.




ACTIVITIES

Each of these preparation points should form part of a lesson.

The list prepared as a result, will gradually grow until there is enough relevant information for children to
take home on A4 laminated information sheet.

BRAINSTORM

1 what children know about water and floods
1 the effects of a flood on ourselves and family
1 whatis a flood?

WATERPLAYi flood the water play tray to demonstrate the basic concept of a flood. Ask children what
they think will happen as more water is added. Talk about floods on a sim ple level e.g. baths, backyards.

MAKEa house out of Duplo or Lego. Put these in the wat er play tray. Slowly pour water into tray. Ask
children what they think will happen.

MAKEa river in the sandpit. Put houses around river. Fill with water and give children watering cans to
simulate rain to create a simple flood.

EXPERIMENTS

1 Lookat water and dirt T how they mix. What are the effects of them mixing?
1 What happens to wood, material, clothes, food, paper, carpet? Discuss and experiment.

MEASUREquids and height.

BRAINSTORMNA find the meaning of flood related words e.g. flood, silt, evacuates warning, rescue,
levee, river, prepare, swamp, tide, survive.
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WHAT WOULD HAPPER IFi t poured for days on end around Launce
MAKE Amodel of Launceston. Demonstrate a flood to test these theories.
DISCUSSION

1 can we stop floods? How? What would we need to do?

1 what do you think people did to try to stop floods after 1929? Look at and discuss levees and
maps. Go on a community bus or walking trip to see levees.

1 where did the Invermay land come from in the first place?

1 was it smart to build Invermay in the swamp?

COMPILEn list of things we would need to know in an emergency and how our family can be prepared.

ROLEPLAYi set up a house and include items such as a torch, special toys, documents, phone, radio,
sealed tub, clothes, etc. Work with children in small groups to role play what to do if there is a flood
warning.

Discusgeople who can help us if there is a flood.
PREPAREurvival cards to be sent home to families i how to prepare for a flood.

SHOW children how to check the weather for a rain forecast and flood warnings on the Bureau of
Meteorology website.

MAKE
1 alaminated A4 Flood Survival Checklidb take home.

st



Flood Survival Checkdist
1.We can listen to o Flood warning.
ABC radio 91.7 FM. or TV.

2. We can prepare ourselves.
Uumruhodbogropackafw'evoy.n
change of spare ciothes. a water bottle,
medications, a torch and mobile phone.

. We can prepare our room.
Use plastic bags to put precious things in.
::ock toys. games and clothes up high or on a
d.

. We can prepare the house.
Mamdbogmthe'oi!et?mphgsindl
sinks and put a sand bag or weight on each
plug. Turn of f the power and water. [Get an
adult to help.]

5. We know people who can help us.
Police, Fire. Ambulance ph. 000
S.E.S. ph. 63363553

Launceston City Council
emergency ph. 63233333

Put magnetic tape on the back so it can be put on the fridge.

Include information such as:

< We can listen to the flood warning on ABC radio 91.7 F.M.

@ We can prepare ourselvesuse your school bag to pack: a torch, mobile phone, spare clothes, a drink
bottle, medication, pet and pet food. Always stay with an adult.

@ \Wecan prepare our roonq use plastic bags to put precious things in. Stack toys, games and clothes on a
bed.

% \We can prepare the house put plugs in all the sinks and basins, sandbag the toilet, turn off the power
and water (get an adult to help)

2 We know pople who can help ug S.E.S., council workers, police, Red Cross, Salvation Army, teachers,

know phone numbers.
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QULMINATINAPERFORMANCES

Mind Map

9 Makeanother water mind map the same as one students completeti@start of the unit
9 Childrenthen comparemaps tosee how much more they now know about water

Make an A3 illustrated posterhow can you and your family prepare for and survive a flood?

Make a model of a fictitious landscape. If you were going to build a new house and you could build
anywhere you wanted; where would you choosA8Kk the children to describghy they chose that spot.

Role Play
9 Takephotographsof the children as they role play hat to do if there is a flood

9 Scribetheir responses andse them tomake a boolkabout how to be safe in a flood.

INVERMAY PRIMARY S STUDENTSOK AT THEIR MOBEE INVERMAY TO DEEMYHERE THEY WOUIKELTO LIVE




